Dear Colleagues,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Following our First Circular, we are pleased to share further details about the XXV International Conference of Young Geologists (ICYG 2026), which will take place from 14 to 17 May 2026 at the Renaissance castle in Kostelec nad Černými lesy, just 40 km east of Prague, Czech Republic.
We would like to kindly invite you to share this information with your Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD students, as well as early-career researchers in your groups and departments, for whom this conference is primarily intended.
Focus and scope 
ICYG is an annual international conference for emerging geoscientists – from undergraduate (BSc) students presenting their first scientific results to MSc and PhD candidates and early-career researchers. We welcome contributions from the full spectrum of geoscience topics, including (but not limited to) general geology, economic geology and mineral deposits, environmental geosciences, geomorphology, hydrogeology, engineering geology, geophysics, geoinformatics, mineralogy, geochemistry, petrology, structural geology, sedimentary geology and palaeontology.

Student-friendly (economy) conference package 
Thanks to generous support from Charles University and the Society for Geology Applied to Mineral Deposits (SGA), ICYG 2026 offers a highly affordable conference package for students, which includes:
         On-site accommodation at the conference venue (3 nights, 14–17 May 2026)
         Full board, including breakfast, lunch, dinner and coffee-break refreshments
         A pre-conference ice-breaker in a local brewery
         Conference materials, venue and equipment hire and access to all scientific sessions
This support is specifically aimed at making participation accessible for Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD students and encouraging them to present and discuss their research in an international environment.

SGA keynote lecture and travel grants 
We are pleased to announce that SGA will sponsor a keynote lecture by Prof. Simon M. Jowitt (Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology), a leading expert in economic geology, mineral resources and critical raw materials.
In addition, SGA travel grants will be available for selected students working in economic geology and mineral deposits, with the aim of supporting participation from institutions and regions with limited access to funding. Details on eligibility criteria and the application procedure are available on the conference website.

Registration and abstract submission 
         Registration deadline: 15 February 2026
         Abstract submission deadline: 28 February 2026
Participants submitting an abstract are kindly requested to pay the conference fee only after their abstract has been accepted.

Organising institutions and further information 
The conference is organised by the Faculty of Science, Charles University and SGA Student Chapter Prague, in cooperation with:
University of Wrocław – Faculty of Earth Sciences and Environmental Management
University of Krakow – Faculty of Geology, Geophysics and Environmental Protection
Comenius University – Faculty of Natural Sciences
Technical University of Košice – Faculty of Mining, Ecology, Process Control and Geotechnologies
Geological Club Bratislava
For detailed information on the scientific programme, venue, post-conference excursion, conference fees, travel grants and abstract submission guidelines, please visit the conference website: www.icyg.eu.
We would be very grateful if you could forward this announcement to your students, PhD candidates and early-career researchers, and encourage them to consider submitting an abstract and attending ICYG 2026.
We look forward to welcoming young geoscientists from your institutions to the Czech Republic for an inspiring and collaborative meeting!
With best regards,
ICYG 2026 Organising Team
XXV International Conference of Young Geologists
Kostelec nad Černými lesy, Czech Republic
e-mail: jan.kulhanek@natur.cuni.cz (lead organiser)
web: www.icyg.eu
fb: facebook.com/icyg.conference

